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Prayer Corner 	
	
 
Your Prayers Make a Difference 
 

 
 
Prayer for Easter time. 
 
Father God, 
As the earth once again turns to face the sun we rejoice in this season of 
Spring. We give thanks, O God, that each day grows longer in light and 
that the earth has been liberated from the grip of winter. 
We remember the resurrection of Your Son Jesus from the depths of 
death's decay in the tomb; we lift our hearts to You in gratitude. We 
thank You for the gift of a day and all the graces it holds. 
We ask for the grace, O God, to live in a new way. 
Grant us fresh dreams and new visions. May this day come upon us like 
Spring herself,so that our hearts may be filled with hope. 
May we thus taste more deeply the joys of simply being alive. May we 
find the countless hidden treasures that You have scattered throughout 
this day and season! May Your peace rest upon all the members of the 
earthly family with whom You have made us one.  Amen. 
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BIRDBATH’S CONTRAPTION 
 
After months of frustration, Rev. Birdbath’s small friends (assorted tits, 
finches, members of the sparrow family and even the resident robin) 
finally demanded that “Something Must Be Done”! They had had 
enough, a delegation on the kitchen windowsill informed him, of seeing 
their fat-and-seed-ball dispenser plundered by jackdaws and starlings. 
Starlings have had a bad time in recent years, and Birdbath has some 
sympathy for them; but jackies are nature’s bullies, cunning, greedy and 
stick at nothing, and have learned how to get the dispenser down, wrench 
off the top and jeer at the hungry little birds as they devour the contents. 
Birdbath has now acquired a formidable dispenser with an outer circle of 
bars, designed to deter squirrels. At first he was sceptical, and so were the 
birds. It looks like a trap, and his heart sank; but after a few days a 
hungry blue-tit ventured in and pecked away, looking nervously over his 
shoulder. Would he ever get out again? Gradually others joined him, and 
now they are in and out all day long. What they really enjoy, as well as a 
square meal, is the rage and frustration on the faces of the jackies, who 
cannot get near the fat-balls. As scripture reminds us, God puts down the 
Mighty and Powerful, and exalts the Humble and Meek? 
	
	
Parting Words from the Interim Moderator 
 
Spring 2018  
 
By the time you read this, assuming I’m still in good health, I’ll be an 
employee of NHS Borders. It’s an exciting and humbling challenge and 
responsibility to carry forward the excellent work of Chaplains who have 
previously served the NHS in our region. But it’s also, I believe, a 
positive use of the experience I’ve gathered during 26 years serving as a 
parish minister in the Borders, and the four before then spent as a 
Chaplain to HM Forces. We each write our own story in life, even if it’s 
not all our own work. We don’t get to be its final editor and still less do 
we get to assess it!  
The greatest blessing is that somehow our own story gets caught up in the 
great drama described in the Bible. 
The Bible could be distilled into a three-part drama: the story of God’s 
search and rescue job on humanity. It only takes three short chapters at its 



	4	

beginning to describe the human plight with uncanny accuracy. Each 
creation tale has been the subject of some lofty ridicule, but put them 
together and they portray the baffling mix of beauty and brokenness that 
is still very much the world that I, for one, experience.  
What follows from it are God’s attempts to communicate His love for 
humanity. He begins with a tribe that is pretty ordinary. He seems to have 
a soft spot for ordinary people. And they do probably what any group 
would do in such a position. They largely accept His help, then largely 
reject what He asks of them. Every time they seem to be doing well, they 
fall spectacularly; but in every fall God restores them. Eventually, almost 
as if a template has by now been constructed, God makes His greatest and 
most courageous communicative move yet. 
In this Third Act, Jesus spoke repeatedly about the idea of seeking out the 
lost. A lot of his parables dwell on the image. The patience of a God who 
will risk so much to draw people back to Him; even when our rejection 
only seems to grow when pressed. Jesus, like His “Father”, nonetheless 
meets everyone as they are, and where they are. From King to pauper all 
are given the same compassion.      
Jesus came to take our sins, every last one. He came that we might know 
God’s forgiving love. That whatever we’ve done, however burdened by 
guilt, failure, regret or hurt we are, God’s love pours itself into our lives 
as much as we allow it.  
God’s grace transforms people so much it’s as if the dead had been 
brought back to life. 
And in the story of our lives, love, especially God’s supreme love, shapes 
and defines far more even than gravity or genes.  
It’s been a pleasure to meet and work with the folk of Cheviot Churches. 
By now you’ll have a new interim moderator serving you, and I’ve no 
doubt that they will enjoy the same warm support you gave me, as you 
continue your journey together.  
 
With my warmest thanks and prayers for you all,        
 
Rev. Michael Scouler     

March  

March is an in between month,  

When wintry winds are high.                             

 But milder days remind us all,  

Spring's coming by and by.  
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WAUCHOPE HALL 

The Wauchope Hall is 200 years old this year and 2019 marks the 100th 
anniversary of the donation of the hall to the village. 
To commemorate these centenaries, the hall committee would like to 
stage a small exhibition. 
Does anyone have any photos or other memorabilia, including personal 
memories of past events, which they would be willing to share or allow 
us to copy? 
Please contact Peter Snell, 420499 or wauchopechair@gmail.com 
 
 
Yetholm Online Gets a Makeover 
 
Yetholm’s village website has been going for a number of years now, but 
has looked increasingly old-fashioned and care-worn. We have recently 
completely redesigned the site and hopefully it looks brighter, more 
welcoming and is mobile-friendly. You can see the new site at 
www.yetholmonline.org Please take some time to have a look! 
The site has two audiences – visitors to the area and you, the local people. 
For visitors the aim is to present information about Yetholm and to 
persuade them to stay. There are lots of attractive pictures of the 
surrounding landscape, Yetholm Festival Week, Yetholm Show and so 
on, which give a good idea of community life and what a lovely place 
Yetholm is. There are also adverts for Accommodation and Local 
Businesses. 
 
For local people the site hopefully provides up-to-date information about 
news and events in the area. If you click the ‘What’s On’ button you will 
see the list of monthly events, which Susan Stewart regularly updates. 
There are also separate buttons which give information about films and 
drama in the Wauchope Hall and also about Yetholm Village Choir. 
There is also a dedicated ‘News’ page and information about Community 
Council business – minutes are posted up regularly, but please note there 
is always a bit of time lag to this, as the minutes have to be approved. 
 
We would welcome comments and contributions from you. Is there any 
news that you think should be shared?  Have you got pictures of 
community events that we could use? Take a look at the site and use the 
feedback form on the ‘Contact’ page to get in touch. 
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Dear Friends 
  
As we move into 2018, Street Pastors continues to operate in the Borders, 
taking Christ’s love out onto the streets of our towns. 
December proved to be a busy month. Three members of our team 
represented the Borders at a special member’s debate and reception at the 
Scottish Parliament to celebrate 10 years of Street Pastors in Scotland. 
Weekly patrols continued in Galashiels throughout the month, with the 
Hogmanay patrol starting in Melrose, before moving to Galashiels, and 
thanks to the team’s flexibility, there were two patrols in Hawick in 
December, and two also January. 
Training continues both here in the Borders and elsewhere. Two of our 
members attended Roles and Responsibilities (our basic training) in 
Stirling in January and another of the team attended the same course in 
Edinburgh in February. Four members of the management team attended 
an induction day in Falkirk, and another of the team attended Response 
Pastor training in February. 
‘Listening’ continues to be one of our main functions. There are so many 
folk who want to talk about their lives and problems they are having, and 
yes, faith issues come up on a regular basis, sometimes several times a 
night. The team doesn’t have all the answers, but we trust that God is 
guiding us with what to say. One such conversation resulted in a young 
man attending Church in Hawick the next day and we pray that this will 
be the start of a journey of discovery for him. 
Of course, flip flops and lollypops continue in their popularity! Over five 
thousand lollypops given out, and by the end of February over a thousand 
pairs of flip flips! Woolly hats are also very popular at this time of year, 
almost two hundred going to cold revellers since our launch in 2016. 
Since our commissioning service and launch in Hawick in January 2017, 
a number of new folk have joined the team in the Borders, and we will be 
holding a commissioning service for them in April. 
Our monthly prayer newsletter launched in October last year, organised 
by Maria Sprott from Hawick, our Prayer Coordinator. If you would like 
to be included on the contact list, please contact Maria 
at:mariaatseaside@btinternet.com . 
There are so many stories of how God has brought us into contact with 
people that I think it’s fitting to share one of these stories with you. Last 
summer, just before one of the teams went out in the Borders, they were 
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given a cheque for Street Pastors’ work. Later that night the team felt 
drawn to go into a takeaway to say hello to the staff. One of them asked, 
in very poor English, if it would be possible to have a Bible in English 
and Mandarin. This was organised the next day, at a cost of £19.99. On 
opening up the cheque that morning, the amount of the donation 
was….£20.00! 
On a freezing night in January this year, the team went into the same 
takeaway to say hello (and to get warmed up!). The same member of staff 
was there and explained that he was going to China for the Chinese New 
Year in February to see his family and children, and would it be possible 
to have two Bibles for his children out there? As a result, God’s Word has 
reached two children (and hopefully others) in China. 
 
Thank you 
Just to thank you once again for inviting Robert and myself to the Guild 
to talk about Street Pastors. We both thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. It 
was Robert’s first Guild meeting and he was very impressed! 
Might I possibly ask you to pass on our sincere thanks for the very 
generous donations both from the Guild and from the many individuals 
who quietly handed us donations....an amazing £80..! we were truly, truly 
grateful. The money has been handed onto our Treasurer, Angela. Part of 
the money will go towards the purchase of the two Mandarin / English 
Bibles I talked about, so Yetholm Guild has directly contributed to God’s 
Word being brought to two children in China....amazing! 
 
Duncan Cameron 
(Coordinator) 
 
 
 

Producing and sharing our own food 
Join your local food community to enjoy the freshest, tastiest, 

healthiest, most eco-friendly food AND save lots of money! 
 
There is a network of Food Community groups and they are completely 
FREE to join and participate. You have nothing to lose and lots to gain so 
please get involved with your local Food Community Facebook group 
today! 
Follow a link to join the Facebook group for your area: 
TWEEDDALE 
SELKIRKSHIRE 
ROXBURGHSHIRE 
BERWICKSHIRE 
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SOUTH LANARKSHIRE 
MIDLOTHIAN 
DUMFRIESSHIRE 
If you don’t use Facebook you can see what’s happening and get 
involved with your comments via the blog. If you would like to write a 
post for the blog or to see about volunteering at or visiting one of our 
community gardens please get in touch. You can also come along to one 
of our regular events where you will be able to meet other Food 
Community members in person.                                                          
Contact www.foodcommunities.org 
 
Community Gardens 
  
Various members have generously donated areas of unused land to be 
Community Gardens. Using the combined knowledge, resources, skills, 
and manpower of the group we create beautiful, organic, fertile, efficient 
food growing spaces. 
The food produced in the community gardens is available free to all 
volunteers involved with preparing, growing and harvesting the particular 
garden and to the garden owners. Any surplus food is sold to businesses 
such as cafes, restaurants and hotels to generate revenue for the group. 
We also grow lots of flowers some of which are sold. 
The produce involves little to no food miles and, because we are growing 
and harvesting it ourselves at little to no monetary or environmental cost, 
makes the community more resilient to potential problems on the horizon 
such as soil degradation and price hikes. 
We are always happy to consider new Community Garden projects. If 
you have an area of unused land that you wish to donate to the group 
please get in touch. 
We also work on private gardens. If you would like us to come and turn 
an area of your land, big or small, into a beautiful, organic, fertile, 
efficient food growing space please get in touch. We will set your garden 
up for optimal sustainable organic food growing, advise you on what and 
how to grow, and can also be available to help you grow and harvest if 
you prefer. Our services will be chargeable, but you retain your garden 
for your own private use. 
Contact  www.foodcommunities.org/community-gardens  
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Windfall Fund Update and Thank You 
 
The Morebattle and Yetholm Windfall Fund has now distributed funds 
from its first year in existence. A total of £850 was raised by collecting 
and exchanging 3.6 tonnes of local apples for apple juice and cider which 
were then sold by both Village Shops, the St Cuthbert's Coffee Stop, The 
Templehall, The Plough and The Border Hotels. Applications were 
available via Facebook and both Community Councils and we received 8 
requests for a share of the funds. The Windfall Committee, Helen 
Cessford, Susan Stewart, Nicky Stevens, Karen Cree and Roddy Murray 
met in mid January to consider the applications and to allocate the 
money. As a result the following distribution was made; 
1. Morebattle and Yetholm Playgroup £200 for storage units and play-
mats.  
2. Yetholm School -  £100 for Art and Craft materials 
3. Morebattle School -  £50 to general school funds 
4. Yetholm Fireworks Committee  - £100 for Insurance/Fireworks 
5. Morebattle Family Auld Year's Party -  £100 for Hall Hire/Food 
6. St Aidans Renovation -  £100 towards next phase of refurbishment. 
7. Yetholm History Society  - £100 towards heating for The Old Mission 
Hall 
8. Morebattle Children's Christmas Party -  £100 for food, presents and 
table covers. 
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to this excellent first year 
result. Plans are well under way to improve on this total during 2018's 
apple harvest so if you can offer apples from your garden or can help pick 
apples please let any of the committee know or contact Roddy Murray at 
simplyroddy@hotmail.co.uk or 440619. 
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Year of Young People 2018 

Welcome to the Church of Scotland's Year of Young People 

Scotland’s first ever Year of Young People is happening in 2018. 

The Church of Scotland plans to be actively involved, through events and 
activities, celebrating church engagement with children and young people 
at local, presbytery and national levels. 

We want children and young people to be at the heart of designing, 
developing and deciding what shape the year takes and how churches get 
involved. 

The Scottish Government has established 6 key themes for YOYP 2018. 
These themes were developed by young people across Scotland and will 
guide the activities for the year. 

Across the Church of Scotland, we are broadening these themes to 
include a particular focus every month. Below you will find suggested 
prayers, actions and stories for each theme throughout 2018. 

churchofscotland.org.uk  - Year of Young People for further information 
of all themes and resources available for use. 

March - Community, Enterprise and Regeneration 
April - Equality and Discrimination 
May - Participation and Influence 
 

April  

April is a rainbow month, 

Of sudden springtime showers. 

Bright with golden daffodils 

And lots of pretty flowers. 
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Deadline 
Please submit articles (including photographs) for the next edition of 

The Cheviot to a member of the editorial team by June 10th 
j.stewart134@btinternet.com, johnmabon431@btinternet.com  

anne.scottbrown@btinternet.com 
	
	
The editorial team would like to thank all of you who have contributed 
articles, photographs and information for this edition of The Cheviot.  
 
 
 
Whats On 
 
In every issue, we will feature news and upcoming events from around 
the parishes. Email your items to a member of the editorial team (page 
11) 
 
Coffee at the Kirk is held on the first Wednesday of the month (October 
to April) from 10.30am to 12 noon in Yetholm Church, then weekly May 
– September inc. Traidcraft orders can be placed and there is a play area 

The Garage, High Street, 
Town Yetholm TD5 8RA

Independent Supplier of Petrol, Diesel and Calor Gas

MOTs by appointment on site

Servicing and repairs on all vehicles

Tyres, Batteries and Exhausts at competitive prices

ATV and 4 x 4 vehicle sales

Stockists of Pet Food, Wild Bird Food, Bedmax, coal, logs 
and Hotmax

Tel: 01573 420201 sales@frankgibsonatv.co.uk
Mobile: 07971 164479 www.frankgibsonatv.co.uk

Serving the 

community 

for the last 

65 years 

with all your 

motoring 

needs
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for children. Everyone is welcome, especially newcomers and visitors to 
the area . 
Badminton every Monday at 7pm Village Hall Morebattle. 
Morebattle Lunch Club mets in the Institute each Tuesday from 12 noon 
for lunch and a chat. All Welcome. 
The Parents and Toddlers Group (under 5’s) meet every Thursday 
morning during term time from 9.30am to 11am in Yetholm Church. 
Light Exercise Class every Wednesday, 10.30am to 11.30am in 
Morebattle Village Hall. All Welcome. 
Morebattle Camera Club meets first Wednesday of each month in the 
Institute at 7pm. 
Use Your Talents Craft Group will meet each Monday afternoon in 
Yetholm Church from 2 – 4pm. All are welcome. £2 per session. 
Toast Club on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 8 – 9 am 
in Yetholm School. We have a separate fund to purchase bread, butter 
and juice and donations to support this worthwhile service are always 
welcome. 
Yetholm Village Choir meets every Wednesday in Youth Hall Town 
Yetholm from 10.30 – 11.30am. New members always welcome. 
Bowling every Friday at 7pm in Morebattle Village Hall. 
Bowling every Friday and Monday in Wauchope Hall, Town Yetholm. 
Afternoon and evening sessions. 
Badminton every Tuesday in Wauchope Hall Town Yetholm at 1.30pm. 
 
March 
 
Tuesday 27th       Yetholm Community Council in Youth Hall at 7pm. 
Wednesday 28th   Pub Quiz in Plough Hotel at 8pm. Proceeds to C.H.A.S 
Saturday 31st        Morebattle Guild Coffee Morning 10.30am in Institute. 
 
April 
 
Monday 2nd       Yetholm Festival Week Meeting 7.30pm Youth Hall. 
Tuesday 3rd        Yetholm History Society 7.30pm in Mission Hall. 
                            Treasure Trove in Scotland – Stuart Campbell. 
Wednesday 11th  Morebattle S.W.I in Institute at 7.15pm. First Aid with 
                            Grant and Lyn Harper. Competition – Homemade First 
                            Aid Box and Prettiest Tea Towel. 
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                           Quiz Night in Plough at 8pm. Charity T.B.C. 
Saturday 14th     Morebattle Village Hall Coffee Morning at 10.30am  
                          Festival Week and Yetholm School Bingo in Wauchope    
                          Hall at 7pm. 
Tuesday 17th  Kalewater Community Council Meeting at 7pm in Institute. 
                      Yetholm S.W.I Guest Night at 7.30pm in Wauchope Hall. 
                       Entertainment Wilton Dean Singers. Competition – 
                       A Small Pretty Jug. 
Tuesday 24th   Yetholm Community Council A.G.M 7pm Youth Hall. 
Wednesday 25th Quiz Night at 8pm in Plough. Charity T.B.C. 
Monday 30th     Yetholm Festival Week Meeting 7.30pm in Youth Hall. 
 
May 
Tuesday 1st      History Society at 7.30pm in Mission Hall. The Wild  
                        Cattle of Chillingham and their History – Philip Deakin. 
Friday 4th         Installation of 2018 Principals at 7pm in Wauchope Hall. 
Wednesday 9th Morebattle S.W.I at 7.15pm in Institute. Countryside 
                         Artist – Hannah Longmuir. Competition – 3 Rock Buns 
                         And Best China Teapot. 
Thursday 10th   National Theatre Live Screening “Macbeth” at 7pm  
                         Wauchope Hall. Entry £12. 
Saturday 12th    Charity Concert at 7.30pm in Wauchope Hall. Contact  
                         Caroline Burnett. 
Tuesday 15th    Kalewater Community Council and A.G.M 7pm in  
                        Institute. 
                        Yetholm S.W.I 7.30pm in Wauchope Hall. Susan Fulton – 
                        Canine Partners, Assistance Dogs. Competition - 
                        Dog Ornament. 
Thursday 17th  Village Lunch at 12 noon in Wauchope Hall. Proceeds to  
                         Defibrillators. 
Friday 18th       Bowmont Theatre Juniors Show 7.30pm Wauchope Hall. 
Saturday 19th   Bowmont Theatre Juniors Show 7.30pm Wauchope Hall. 
Saturday 26th  Morebattle Fishing Club Coffee Morning 10.30am Institute 
                       Yetholm Guild Coffee Morning 10 30am Wauchope Hall. 
                       Isosceles Theatre present “Little Vicky and the Seven  
                       Assassins” at 7.30pm in Wauchope Hall. Entry £10. 
Tuesday 29th  Yetholm Community Council 7pm in Youth Hall. 
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June 
Monday 4th      Yetholm Festival Week Meeting at 7.30pm in Youth Hall. 
Saturday 9th      Morebattle Institute Coffee Morning at 10.30am  
Sunday 10th      Yetholm Festival Week “Kirkin” at 10am Yetholm   
                         Church. Joint Service. 
Wednesday 13th  Morebattle S.W.I Annual Outing. 
                            Stobstanes Rideout Leaves Town Yetholm at 5.30pm. 
Thursday 14th      Village Lunch 12 noon in Wauchope Hall. Proceeds to  
                             Festival Week. 
Tuesday 19th        Kalewater Community Council Meeting at 7pm in 
                            Institute. 
                            Yetholm S.W.I Whist Drive in Youth Hall at 7.30pm. 
Sunday 24th         Yetholm Village Choir Concert at 7.30pm St Boswells 
                             Hall. 
Tuesday 26th        Yetholm Community Council at 7pm in Youth Hall. 
Saturday 30th       Blood Bikes Coffee Morning at 10.30am in Institute. 
             
 
	

	
	
	

 High Street, Town Yetholm 
 TD5 8RA

     Tel: 01573420314 
  (Above Yetholm Village Shop) 

Opening Times 
Thursday……………………………………10am-4pm 
Friday………………………………………..10am-4pm 
Saturday…………………………………….10am-4pm 
Sunday…………………………………..….12pm-4pm 

Selection from Menu 
Panini, Toasties, and Sandwiches 

Quiche and Potato Salad, Pate and Oatcakes 
Selection of Cakes and Traybakes 

Freshly baked Scones everyday 
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A	Birthday	Concert	
	
	
Geoffrey Emerson (the conductor of the Village Choir) has now grown 
up and really is 80, and to celebrate, the Yetholm Colliery Band 
(economy version – five instruments) and local choir, Andante – joined 
together in a concert in the church on Sunday 11th February.  Geoffrey 
had chosen all the music, from Haydn to Poulenc for the players, and 
Rachmaninov to Billy Joel for the singers.  The choir finished with the 
blessing ‘Lighten our Darkness’ by Alexander Lestrange.   
 
Then, a Swaledale cheese masquerading as a birthday cake came on with 
an indoor firework, and there was a rousing chorus of Happy Birthday.  
Drinks and nibbles went down a treat, and the retiring collection of £400 
was divided between the church and Age UK (seemed appropriate)! 

Pippa Emerson (much younger wife) 
	
	
	
Easter Thoughts from our Locum Minister – Rev Una Stewart 
	
Hello! 
 
 Easter is approaching fast, when we remember the God who 
became incarnate at Christmas becoming the self sacrificing God who 
gave his life for us on the cross.  It is a wonderful thing to spend time 
thinking about, and coming to accept the love with which each of us held 
by that same God.   
There will be plenty of opportunities to worship over Easter and I 
encourage you to come along and share with others at this most holy 
time.  See the diary for more information. 
I have now had the privilege of being your locum for the past eighteen 
months and feel that the time has come for me to step down.  With this in 
mind I intend having Sunday 15th April as my final Sunday as locum. The 
Nominating Committee is in place and getting ready to begin the work of 
finding the person whom God has already chosen to come here to this 
wonderful Charge.  Progress is being made with the new manse and you 
are ready to move into the future, secure in the care you have for one 
another and in our faith. People are taking responsibility for many aspects 
of the Church’s life and new people are beginning to come along. 
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Given all that, I feel the time is right.  However you won’t be totally rid 
of me as I hope to come and worship with you on occasion.  Sitting in the 
pews with you will be a real joy.  You have all been so good to me and so 
accepting of me that I have felt truly humble and blessed to have shared 
this time with you.  I hope that friendship will continue! 
This means that I will have more time for the garden and who knows 
perhaps the patter of four paws??!!  I will also be able to take time to start 
walking through the beautiful Borders countryside (hence the four paws) 
and appreciating just how good God is. Friends who have been looking 
for me to visit will now have to get their spare rooms ready. 
I will keep you all in my prayers and am sure that God intends to bless 
you richly in the future. 
 
God bless you all. 
Your locum,  
Una Stewart 
	
 
 

Coffee at Yetholm Church  
 
This event continues once a month, on the first Wednesday in March and 
April. In May it moves to weekly also on a Wednesday from 10.30 – 
12noon. All are welcome to come along to share fellowship, friendship 
and catch up on the local news! 
If you are interested in volunteering to serve coffee during the coming 
months please contact Diane Gittus. 
 
 

Parent and Toddler Group  
 
This is held weekly on a Thursday morning in Yetholm Church from 9.30 
– 11am during term time. All are welcome to come along and this 
includes carers, grandparents and any visiting toddlers to the area. 
There are plenty of toys and books for the children, coffee and chat for 
the adults and sometimes there has even been a sing song! 
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-Hand cut lettering 
-Bespoke house signs & memorials 
-Custom commissions & one-off art 
pieces 

   -Carved in Morebattle using traditional   
    methods 

 All enquiries welcome 
 Finn McCallum 
 FMStonecarving@gmail.com 
 07745833547 
	
	
	
	
	
Register		

	
Deaths:	Stewart	Brunton,	Gordon	Clarke,	Ian	Fulton,	Cyril	Taylor.	
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Diary 2018 
	
March 
 
Monday 26th                        Use Your Talents Craft Club, Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm. 
Tuesday 27th                        Yetholm Guild AGM - Talk by Playlist for Life 2.30pm 
                                             Yetholm Church. 
                                              Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Thursday 29th                        Maundy Thursday Communion Service Linton 7pm. 
Friday 30th                            Vigil at Hoselaw Chapel 2 – 5pm. 
Saturday 31st March              Morebattle Guild Coffee Morning 10.30am in Institute. 
 
April 
 
Sunday 1st                             Easter Day – Yetholm 10am, Morebattle 11.15am.  
Tuesday 3rd                           Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Wednesday 4th                      Coffee in Yetholm Church 10 30 – 12noon. 
Thursday 5th                          Morebattle Guild A.G.M 2.30pm in Institute. 
Sunday 8th                             Morning Worship Yetholm 10am, Morebattle 11.15am. 
Monday 9th                            Use Your Talents Craft Club Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm. 
Tuesday 10th                          Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Sunday 15th                            Morning Worship Yetholm 10am, Morebattle 11.15am. 
Monday 16th                           Use Your Talents Craft Club, Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm. 
Tuesday 17th                           Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Sunday 22nd                            Morning Worship Yetholm 10am, Morebattle 11.15am. 
Monday 23rd                           Use Your Talents Craft Club, Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm. 
                                                Worship Committee Meeting Upper Room 2pm. 
Tuesday 24th                          Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Sunday 29th                             Morning Worship Yetholm 10am, Morebattle 11.15am. 
Monday 30th                            Use Your Talents Craft Club, Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm 
 
May 
 
Tuesday 1st                              Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Wednesday 2nd                        Coffee in Yetholm Church 10 30 – 12noon. 
Sunday 6th                               Morning Worship Yetholm 10am, Linton 11.15am. 
Monday 7th                              Use Your Talents Craft Club Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm. 
Tuesday 8th                              Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Wednesday 9th                         Coffee in Yetholm Church 10 30 – 12 noon. 
Sunday 13th                              Morning Worship Yetholm 10am, Morebattle 11.15am. 
Monday 14th                             Use Your Talents Craft Club Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm 
Tuesday 15th                             Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Wednesday 16th                        Coffee in Yetholm Church 10 30 – 12noon. 
Sunday 20th                               Communion Yetholm 10am,  
                                                  Morning Worship Morebattle 11.15am. 
Monday 21st                              Use Your Talents Craft Club Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm 
Tuesday 22nd                             Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Wednesday 23rd                         Coffee in Yetholm Church 10 30 – 12noon. 



The	Cheviot	 	
	

21	

Saturday 26th                           Yetholm Guild Coffee Morning Wauchope Hall 10.30 
Sunday 27th                              Morning Worship Yetholm 10am, Morebattle 11.15am. 
Monday 28th                             Use Your Talents Craft Club Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm 
Tuesday 29th                             Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Wednesday 30th                        Coffee in Yetholm Church 10 30 – 12noon. 
 
June 
 
Sunday 3rd                              Morning Worship Yetholm 10am, Linton 11.15am. 
Monday 4th                             Use Your Talents Craft Club Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm. 
Tuesday 5th                             Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Wednesday 6th                        Coffee in Yetholm Church 10 30 – 12noon. 
Sunday 10th                             Joint Service “Kirkin” Yetholm Principals 10am. 
                                                Hospitality after Service. 
Monday 11th                            Use Your Talents Craft Club Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm 
Tuesday 12th                            Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Wednesday 12th                       Coffee in Yetholm Church 10 30 – 12noon. 
Sunday 17th                              Morning Worship Yetholm 10am, Morebattle 11.15am 
Monday 18th                            Use Your Talents Craft Club Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm 
Tuesday 19th                            Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Wednesday 20th                       Coffee in Yetholm Church 10 30 – 12noon. 
Sunday 24th                              Morning Worship Yetholm 10am, Morebattle 11.15am. 
Monday 25th                             Use Your Talents Craft Club Yetholm Church 2 – 4pm 
Tuesday 26th                            Prayer Service Linton Church 6.30pm. 
Wednesday 27th                       Coffee in Yetholm Church 10 30 – 12noon. 
  
July 
 
Sunday 1st                                 Morning Worship Yetholm 10am. 
                                                  Communion Linton 11.15am. 
 
                       
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.templehallhotel.com

TEMPLEHALL HOTEL    MOREBATTLE    KELSO    TD5 8QQ
01573 440249    enquiries@templehallhotel.com

RESTAURANT 

TEA ROOM

LICENSED BAR

BEER GARDEN

ACCOMMODATION 

FUNCTION ROOM

WEDDINGS
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Thy Kingdom Come/Christian Aid Week.   
 
This year Christian Aid Week (13th-19th May)  falls within ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come‘, an ecumenical global prayer movement which falls between 
Ascension Day and Pentecost.  The theme for the C.A.Week is themed 
‘Together we are stronger than the storms’, looking at the work done in 
Haiti after Hurricane Matthew. Vilia’s home, built by Christian Aid 
partners on the island after the earthquake in 2010, sheltered 54 of her 
neighbours on the night of the storm.  But she lost all her crops and 
livestock. The partners helped her rebuild her farm and provided a water 
filter that cost £42 but will last for more than 10 years.   
There are more stories in the devotional guide and on the Christian Aid 
website. There will be a house to house collection in the villages as usual 
and volunteers to help with this would be most welcome.  I will not be 
out and about much until the end of April following surgery but can be 
reached by telephone. (01573 420580).   
I look forward to hearing from you.    
Trish Gentry. 
 
The Kingdom Prayer 
Holy God, in your Kingdom     
The strong need the weak,     
The rich are transformed by the poor,      
The fortunate are welcome by the homeless 
Your Kingdom is built by those who expect their God to come. 
Amen. 

	
	

SPRING AWAKENING 

 
 
This is the time of year when hedgehogs begin to emerge from their long 
Winter's sleep – oh if only we could do that! 
 
Not all hedgehogs will have hibernated but those which have will be 
extremely weak from living off their brown fat for such a long period 
during hibernation and will take a while to build up their reserves again.  
What can we do to help?  Putting out food and water for them will help 
enormously and conserve what little energy they have initially.  A mixed 
selection of food is best which can include kitten biscuits, crushed 
peanuts (they can choke on whole ones) a few mealworms or, better still, 
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calci worms, or moist cat food (see our website for details of preventing 
all the local cats from enjoying your hospitality too!) 
 
The other very important thing we can do to help is take care on the roads 
when driving at night.  We hear far too many stories regarding them 
being squashed on our roads, so please do try and avoid increasing those 
numbers.  Hedgehogs really are in such serious decline and have been 
likened to the same number of tigers lost annually.  In the 1950s there 
were approximately 30 million and we're now down to less than 1 
million.  Not a good track record when you consider they've been 
roaming this earth for millions of years and we can all do our little bit to 
help them. 
 
2017 was our busiest year ever with the numbers of hedgehogs needing 
our help increasing by 20% 
We would love to believe that's due to the increase in numbers of 
hedgehogs around, but that's too simplistic (we do like to be optimistic 
though!)  Part of the increase could be due to more awareness which is 
fantastic as that is part of the work we do here.  It's not all cleaning out 
and helping a hedgehog back to full health again ready to be released, but 
also to educate where possible.  Check our website www.hedgehogs-
northumbria.org 
 
Please help these amazing animals before it's too late. 
 
Carole Catchpole. 
Northumbrian Hedgehog Rescue Trust. 
	
 
Rights Respecting Schools - Yetholm Primary 
 
Yetholm Primary School have enrolled on the UNICEF programme  
“Rights Respecting Schools”. The school will be working towards 
gaining their first award, which will be Bronze, followed by Silver and 
finally Gold. A Committee has been formed with children eager to join 
from Primary 1 to Primary 7. The school have been very fortunate to 
have Mrs Susan Stewart working with them   to ensure our action plan 
involves and reaches the wider community. 
Being able to achieve this award will help embed values into the 
everyday life of the pupils allowing them to lead healthy lives and 
become responsible and active citizens.  
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The Award is based on principles of equality, dignity, respect, non-
discrimination and participation. It takes a whole-school approach to 
child rights education, which can be defined as learning about rights, 
learning through rights and learning for rights within the overall context 
of education as a right. 
  
The committee will be meeting soon to form the action plan which will 
be the basis of our journey to reach the Gold award. The children are very 
excited and some wonderful ideas have come from pupils through the 
school giving suggestions about raising their own pupil voice. A lot of 
hard work lies ahead for Yetholm Primary in ensuring their award 
incorporates their ideas, which not only will have a direct effect on their 
school and daily life, but that it reaches beyond the school grounds and 
encompasses the wider community. 
  
Mrs Fiona Perry 
Principal Teacher 
 
 
 

MOREBATTLE & HOWNAM GUILD 
	

																																												COFFEE	MORNING	

	
IN MOREBATTLE INSTITUTE 

	
SATURDAY	31st	MARCH	10.30	a.m.	

	
ADMISSION	£1	

 
                                        BAKING	STALL	

 
EASTER STALL 

 
RAFFLES & COMPETITIONS 
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Kirk Session Business. 
 
The nominating committee has been called and held its first meeting on 
30th January 2018. 
It was agreed to ask the Church of Scotland to amend the details of the 
sale of the old manse to indicate that the paddock and possibly the glebes 
be included in the sale at the same price as at present. 
The elders of Morebattle Church have been asked to consider what use 
can be made of the bequest to the Church from the family of the late 
James Macgregor. 
Our friends from Norway will be visiting the parish again this year on the 
24th June as part of their annual pilgrimage. It was agreed to hold a lunch 
after the morning service in Yetholm. People willing to help should 
contact Graeme Watson. 
The Church web site has been updated and members are encouraged to 
look at it and consult it for news. 
The Session agreed that a small group of elders would meet with 
representatives of the Hownam congregation to discuss the way forward 
in that community. 
Sadly for us Michael Scoular has moved to a new post and will no longer 
be our Interim Moderator. On behalf of the Session I thank Michael for 
all his help and wish him well in his new appointment. I would also like 
to welcome Winnie Robson who will be taking over as Interim 
Moderator. 
Sadly we will also be losing Rev Una Stewart as our Locum Minister as 
of April 15th 2018. Una has done a tremendous job leading our worship 
and in her pastoral work and will be a great miss to the whole 
congregation and to me personally.  Not only has she helped, guided and 
advised me but also, in the nicest possible way, pushed me on when I 
looked like faltering.   My sincerest thanks Una and God Bless you. 
The congregations will be aware that we had to cancel both services on 
Sunday 4th March due to the snowy weather. It did, however, serve as a 
reminder to us that we need to have a fall back position ready should this 
happen in the future. Anyone willing to help in future with 
transport(particularly those with 4x4 vehicles),snow clearing or in 
participating in the services should contact me in the first instance. 
We continue to have people viewing the manse but so far no firm offers. 
 
Brian Kelly  
Acting Session Clerk 
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sudokuof	theday.com.	Solution	on	page	30	
	
	
	
	
Morebattle Primary School News! 

	
Sophie Ralston, Art Winner! 
We’re all back safe and sound after the recent snow. Children have had a 
number of achievements. We are particularly proud of Sophie Ralston 
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(P2) who won a very prestigious art competition recently. She designed 
and created an ‘Illuminated letter’, making it unique by using tissue 
paper. Her prize was a terrific art set. Her win also means £100 for the 
school, which we intend to spend on art resources for the early years.  
The children have been reporting about the great learning they are 
involved in just now. In Primary 1/2 they have been exploring island life, 
from the Katie Morag stories. The children are particularly proud of their 
3-D maps, which they worked in groups to create. They have all the 
geographical features you might see on a typical Scottish island.  Primary 
3/4/5 have been studying the science of electricity, designing electrical 
circuits and finding out more about some of the inventors and early 
pioneers connected to electricity. This follows their learning about the 
human body from last term. Primary 5/6/7 have been finding out more 
about 2-D and 3-D shape in their study of maths. They now understand 
more about the number and type of faces, edges and vertices of different 
3-D shapes.  

	
Primary 1 created a brilliant 3-D island 
The big news from within school in recent weeks was our Scots 
afternoon. All the children learned a Scots poem, which they recited to 
judges. The winners performed at our special afternoon, which was 
characterised by singing, dancing and Scots food and drink. Special 
mention must go to Beth and Ben who performed brilliantly on the 
chanter, to Evie who danced traditional Scottish dances to the 
accompaniment of her Auntie Alison on the bagpipes, and to Chloe, 
Jessie and Finlay who entertained on the fiddle. A group or senior pupils 
also sang “Scotland the Brave” with great gusto!  
We have a number of events coming up in the weeks to come. Our 
rearranged World Book day is on March 16th, with the children dressing 
the part and taking part in a number of reading related learning activities. 
The children also tell me they are looking forward to the Euroquiz (P6), 
the rotary Quiz (P7), the Farr Out Challenge (mixed team) and the Parent 
Council Beetle Drive, to which local folk would be more than welcome 
(date to be confirmed – we were snowed off first time!) 
We are excited to be working with the parent council to re-vamp our 
library. We have great plans to create a more welcoming, organised and 
useful space for children to develop their love of reading. 
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Finally we are delighted to welcome back Mrs Cowe after her maternity 
leave. She will be sharing the class with Mrs Wauchope for the coming 
months. Sadly however, we will shortly be saying goodbye to Mrs 
Forrest, who is herself heading into the new adventure of parenthood. We 
will sorely miss her and wish her all the very best.  

	
	

Yetholm Primary School News 
 

 
Our children, hard at work on creating our vision,values & aims.  
The big news from within school in recent weeks was our Scots 
afternoon. All the children learned a Scots poem, which they recited to 
judges. The winners performed at our special afternoon, which was 
characterised by singing, dancing and Scots food and drink. Special 
mention must go to our singing group, who performed a range of Scots 
songs, beautifully. We are also grateful to Alison Fleming for setting the 
afternoon off to a great start on the bagpipes. All the children performed 
brilliantly with their class songs, class poems and individual poetry 
winners recitations. The children learned lots about Scots poetry and the 
Scots tongue. The plan is to open the event up to more parents next year 
as we build on this. Our thanks go to Elizabeth Watson and Susan 
Stewart who helped out and judged the recitations and helped set the 
children at ease. They commented on how much they enjoyed the event 
and the high standard the children set. Well done to each and every one of 
them.  
We have a number of events coming up in the weeks to come. Our 
rearranged World Book day is on Thursday March 15th, with the children 
dressing the part and taking part in a number of reading related learning 
activities. The P7 children involved also tell me they are looking forward 
to the Rotary Quiz, which is coming up on 14th March at the Cross Keys, 
Kelso. Good luck to them for this! Finally, our Primary 7’s who will head 
away to Kelso High School in a few short months have an exciting day 
ahead of them on Thursday 29th March, when they visit for a special 
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transition day, including workshops led by senior KHS pupils and staff 
that will help them prepare for the change as they move to the fantastic 
new school building.  
In classes we have been learning all sorts of new and exciting things. Our 
Primary 5-7 class have been learning all about Science, working with lots 
of resources to problem solve and learning through practical experiments. 
The children in Primary 1/2 have been starting to put together some of the 
new chicken run for our impending arrival of chickens. We are just 
waiting on the coop so that we can get going with our new arrivals.  
Primary 3/4 have prepared and delivered a special open assembly to share 
their understanding of our new vision, values and aims, helping our 
parents understand this better. The pupils have worked with parents, 
teachers and the local community to create this and we hope it will be an 
important part of our school for the future.  
We are delighted to welcome back Mrs Wauchope in her Support for 
Learning role.  
As the snow has finally, just about, disappeared and the light evenings 
slowly start to return, I hope everyone is enjoying the changing season as 
we move towards Easter.  
	
	
	
The Minister, the Murderer and the Author 
  
In 2011, just after my book on Sir Walter Scott was published, my agent, 
David, and I were enjoying a pint in West London. He asked me if I had 
any new ideas for the next book, and out of nowhere I suggested writing a 
work about the Rev. James Nelson, the first convicted murderer to be 
ordained. David, who studied theology, loved the idea. I said it would be 
a brief and succinct book, of around 60,000 words, and I could probably 
write it in eighteen months. As it turned out, it was 120,000 words, took 
me seven years and David, who died two years ago, never got to read the 
work he both inspired and sold.  
  
I think David’s death was instrumental in me writing a very different kind 
of book. At the heart of it is still James Nelson, a man who killed his 
mother in cold blood, and who never publicly asked for forgiveness for 
the action. Yet he became a parish minister and by most accounts 
discharged his duties of care and worship admirably. The strange thing 
was realising that this was a story that I could not tell without telling 
about myself. I am not by nature a particularly open person, so writing 
autobiography was a genuine struggle. Hence the lateness of my 
delivering the supposedly small book.  
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But I remember David saying, “Make sure you’re in it. The real you”. 
That was a brilliant challenge he left me. I grew up in the church and was, 
to be honest, a terrible Christian. My late piano teacher, Elsie Walters of 
Lilliesleaf, upbraided me once – and she was not a church-goer – for 
saying “there are some people who we don’t want in church”. She was 
right – I was being a priggish, selfish fool. After that I attended Anglican 
services at Oxford where I was studying, and became obsessed with 
knowing all the rituals. But observance and belief are different matters. 
Then I became a rather listless atheist, with the smug attitude so often 
found with it – “Who could believe in these Bronze Age fables? Who 
could be so gullible?”  
  
When I came back to rural Scotland I started going back to church in a 
cynical manner. How else to meet fellow villagers and make new friends? 
But the more I was there, the more I knew I needed to be there. The gap 
in me had not been filled by atheism or becoming well known or writing 
books. I needed to be there because it was the home I still longed for. 
Moreover, it was there that I realised I had a hope of becoming a better 
person. When I was writing The Minister and the Murderer, I often 
wondered about how Nelson felt going into church, before his ordination. 
Did he have the same sense of return?  
The book is an “antibiography” in many ways. I can’t get into his head, 
being barely able to get into my own. But the one Christian lesson it 
taught me is that the only person on whom I should cast judgement is 
myself. And if one does that with any true conscience, one is always 
found wanting.   
  
  
� �� W t� 
	
	

	
Solution to Sudoku Puzzle 
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Thoughts for Lent 
 
"Many of you will know, even if you don't know it, poems by Christina 
Rossetti (1830-1894) - she wrote "In The Bleak Midwinter" and "Love 
Came Down At Christmas". But she wrote far more than that - my edition 
of her Collected Poems is 1222 pages long. I have been very taken with 
her collection Some Feasts and Fasts, a meditation on the Church 
Calendar. Given the time of year, I thought it would be appropriate to 
share one of her less well known works." 
 
Stuart Kelly 
 
Mid-Lent 
 
Is any grieved or tired? Yea, by God's Will: 
Surely God's Will alone is good and best: 
O weary man, in weariness take rest, 
O hungry man, by hunger feast thy fill. 
Discern thy good beneath a mask of ill, 
Or build of loneliness thy secret nest: 
At noon take heart, being mindful of the west, 
At night wake hope, for dawn advances still. 
At night wake hope. Poor soul, in such sore need 
Of wakening and girding up anew, 
Hast thou that hope which fainting doth pursue? 
No saint but hath pursued and hath been faint; 
Bid love wake hope, for both thy steps shall speed, 
Still faint yet still pursuing, O thou saint.   
 
 
 
 
	

	
Christina Rossetti 
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Church	Services	(Normal)	
	

Yetholm	every	Sunday	at	10.00	a.m.	
Morebattle	every	Sunday	at	11.15	a.m.	except	

	1st	Sunday	when	we	meet	at	Linton.	
Hownam	is	now	irregular.	Please	check	notices.	

Hoselaw	is	open	for	private	devotion	at	all	times	and	hosts	occasional	services.	
Prayer	Service	from	27th	March	–	23rd	October	they	will	resume	at	Linton	at	

6	30pm	
Everyone	is	welcome	to	any	of	our	services.	

	
	

Cheviot	Churches:	Church	of	Scotland	
(Charity	No	SCOO3O23)	

	
Interim	Moderator:	
Winnie	Robson	

5,	Galalaw	Farm	Cottages	
Kelso	TD5	7NY	

Tel:	01573226594	
Email:	winrobson@btopenworld.com	

	
Locum:	
Vacant	

	
Treasurer:	

Brian	Kelly,	The	Haven,	5	Morebattle	Road,	Town	Yetholm,	Kelso	TD5	8RL	
Tel:	01573	420221		E	mail:	bjkelly@uwclub.net	

	
Safeguarding	Co-Ordinator:	

Dot	Halliday	
Tel:	01573440220	

	
Role	Keeper:	

Diane	Gittus		Tel:	01573	420524	
	

Committee	Convenors:	
Mission	and	Outreach:	Diane	Gittus	01573	420524	

Children	and	Youth	Ministry	Team:	Graeme	Watson	01573	420602	
Ways	and	Means	with	Stewardship:	Amanda	Barnes	01573	420660	

	
www.cheviot	churches.org	

	


